Citizens for Voter Choice

Stopper Lines & Quick Pitches
The first couple of sentences are the hook! This is followed by a quick pitch – ideally 30 seconds. You can tailor this to the listener, obviously. You will eventually find the exact words that work for you.   
Stopper Lines:

“Would you like to sign to bring more voices and choices into elections?” 

“Would you like to sign to give voters real choices – and free people up to vote on the issues, not the horserace?”  

“Would you be willing to sign our petition to make our elections more fair and effective?”

Quick Pitches (two options)
Hi.  We’re collecting signatures for the Voter Choice referendum to give voters more choices on the ballot. It lets voters rank their choices for a given office (governor for example) rather than choosing just one candidate.  This will be on the ballot next year if we can get 100,000 signatures in the next couple weeks. Would you be willing to sign to let people vote on this?

Hi.  We’re collecting signatures for the Voter Choice referendum to give voters more choices on the ballot. It works by letting voters rank their choices (1, 2, 3 etc.) rather than just vote for one candidate for any given office (say governor for example). If your first choice loses, your vote automatically goes to your second choice. This gives voters with the freedom to vote based on their values rather than the horserace, and eliminates fears about “spoilers” taking votes away from other candidates. The result is more voices and choices in elections, and it puts important issues back into the public debate. Would you like to sign to get this on the ballot and let people vote on this?

If they seem to want more:
What it is:  Voter Choice uses the ranked choice voting system, sometimes called instant runoff voting.  When there are three or more candidates in a race, you mark your ballot 1-2-3 according to your first, second, and third choice.  If your first choice comes in last, they are eliminated and your vote automatically transfers to your second choice.  It’s like having a runoff election with the two top vote getters,  but it happens without a second trip to the polls.
 
Why we need it:  Having a built-in runoff eliminates all the worry about whether your favorite candidate is ahead or behind in the polls, and whether you’re wasting your vote if you don’t vote for a frontrunner.  It totally eliminates the spoiled election problem of the current system in which votes can get split among two similar candidates, and they both wind up losing even though together they have a majority of votes.  That can’t happen with ranked choice voting.
 
Advantages of Voter Choice:  
• This reform would totally eliminate the spoiler effect.  In a three-way race under the current plurality system, a candidate can win with 34% of the vote even when two out of three voters oppose them.  Voter choice makes it impossible - you have to have majority support.
• Voter Choice opens the system up to a greater variety of candidates to run.  We don’t have to worry if there are three or four candidates running for the same office.
• Reduce the number of unopposed races. In Massachusetts more than two-thirds of legislative races are unopposed.  And when there are two candidates, often they have the same old tired ideas. We need to encourage more candidates to run, and Voter Choice would generally increase the pool of candidates.
• Discourage negative campaigning.  Negative campaigning is a natural tactic in a two-way race when each vote lost for your opponent is a gain for you.  In a three-way race with ranked choice, negative campaigning can cause votes to flow to other competitors, and it can lose you the second place votes of the candidate you’re attacking.  It’s just not so smart.  Instead, you’re better to state your case positively and try to scoop up second place votes from people who are going to vote first for your opponents.
• Frees voters to speak their minds in how they mark their ballot.  No more telling people they can’t vote for their first choice because they’re behind in the polls.
• Gives a better picture of how voters feel and avoids the false mandate problem.  
• Curbs attempts to force people to drop out of the race to help another candidate. 
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